


connection with three patients .

Respondent agreed various terms and conditions for

three years commencing on August 25
,

in the Agreed Order .

result,

a period of

2006 as more fully set forth

As the foregoing
, the Board has

the Respondent 's acts giving

Texas Medical Board provide

pursuant N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(e).

IT NOW APPEARING that the parties wish to resolve this matte
r

without recourse formal proceedings; and that th
e Respondent

hereby waives any right to a hearing in this matter; and Board

finding the within Order adequately protects the public's health,

determined that

the Agreed Order entered by

basis disciplinary action

safety and welfare; and for good cause shown
;

7 q day 'Vytattosiy, , zoov, oRosRso AxozT zs ox Tuzs .

AGREED that prior to commencing the active practice of medicine and

medical records

Jersey, Respondent shall be required to

appear before the Board or a Committee thereof to demo
nstrate :

fitness to practice; and that he full compliance with the

Agreed Order the Texas Medical Board
. Additionally , Board

reserves the right place restrictions and/or limitations upon

Respondent's license to practice the State of New Je
rsey .

STA TE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
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LlCBNSENO.H-3598 '

IN THBM ATFER OF
' 

BEFORE 'I3TE. . .' 
..IB OF'rlD uc>

ROBERT GEORGE RANELLE
, D.O. TEXAS M EDICM  BOARD

. 
+

AGW ED OO ER

611 the 2 z d'ay of e /''- 2006
..came on to be heard before tlm. . .; . . . ' .' 

Texas Medicàl Bord (thç *'Boed'7, duly in sessionx the matte: of 0!e license of Robed George
znnelle, D.O. CResmondent''). 

'

On July 28p 2006, Respondçnt appeared in perspn
, with cxpmnel M ithaçl W allich

, at an .1nf al Sh
oF CompliMce Proceeding anà Settlement Conference in 

respomse to a letter of '
O1n1

' fr tie sfnv ot the Board. Rpger Calhotp rèpresehsed Board stnl
. The Bold's

inviution qm
. . ' 

' 

.represen>dves were Roberta Kalafut
, D.O., a mèpber of the BoarG and Shnnm J

. .
. ( ' 

.B> es, a member of tie bistiict Review Committee
. 

'

t 
.. 

jUpon the recommendation of ' the Böard's 
representatives and with the çonsent of

Respondent, the Bom.d makes the following Finàmgs of Fact and Conclusions of l
aaw and entqrsthi

s Agreed Order.

FINDW GS OF FAW

. n e Board Ends that:. 
: ' 

.

1. Resm ndent received 21 notice mquired by l
aw. A11 Jurisdictional requWmentq Hve .. . . 

Cbeen sadsfed- R-pohdent wahzes any defect i
n notice and any further right to potice dr henn'ngtmder the Vedickl Practice Act

, Title 3, Subtitle B, Texas Occupationg Code tthe çWc4'') or the' 
.Rules of the Board.

2. Respondtnt currently holds T4xas Medical License No. 11-3598. kespondent yvas
orignally issued thiA license to pracdce medicine in Texas on June 15, 1988. Resw ndent is
also license  to practice in New zersey

.

3. Respondent is primarily engaged in tbe practice of orthopedic svurgery
. Respondent is' . 

... )
M ard certlfied in this speciity by the American OsteopaX c Board of Orthopedic Surgery. t- 

. . j.' ' 
iy

4. Respondent is 51 years of age
. 

. 

tw.
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. 5. Resw ndent has not previously beeh the subject of disciplinary action by the Board
.

6. Board staff alleged Resm ndent failed to meet the standard of care and faiIH  to
mainlnln adequafe medical records for paientà K

.T., D.S. R d F.K. 
. .

7 Patient K.T.

a. Patient K.Tr presented to Respondent with baèk pain and radicular pam' 
. The

pn'mary complaint v s low back paia and a degenemdve disc was descrio  at

1.4-5 and another degenerative (lisc wms described at L5-S1. The pzeom mtive
note only indicated 1ow back pain and a decision to do decompressiom

Resw ndent's hnndwritten notes 111d1c*  tbit the leh lower extremity has more
. ' 

. '

. symptoms th% the rights but thete is no déscription of any focal nemolùso deicit
or discussion of the indicatiom  for nerve root decömpression

. Resw ndent
performed a lnmlnectomy, discectomy L5xSl leR and lsion IX to S1.

b. 'I'he Board's represenptives found that Resm ndent's nbtes do not conlm'
n

adequate information to j ' the procedure. Alse, there was inndequa, te.
K ' 

.

' documenution of coljservauve care, ftmctioning level, level of pain and géneral
disabiity

8. Patienl D.S-

a. PatientD.s. was an r -year-old female who had had an o1d fo cttu'e of the

thoracic sphle w1t11 an anterior fusion
. She v sented to Respondent's oo ce 4v1t11

sm ptoms of back pnln. n e preoperaive demonsH tes ahigh-grade
. . 

' 

stenosis at 'f12 primazily from previous p.a1t placement which appeared to be

cortical type graft extending 9om the mid body of T1 1 tbrough the kertebral
plu a of T12 into L1. There was neural eFacsxment idenised at tbis level

. which
was at the level of the conus. Respondent performed a decompression and fusion

of the thoracic and lumbqr spine from T12 to L2
. The patient woke up paraple/c

and then lmd a series of procedures done to try to defme farther the axra of

compression and whether them Was a Postoperative hematoma
. After the patient .

became paraplegic Dr. Ranelle consttlted neurosurgery to ivaluate the paient.' 

. 
.b. The Boafd's represeàtatlves fotmd thnt Respondent's notes do not contain

adequate informntion to justify the procedme.
9. Pafent F.K-.

' 
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ORDER

Based on the above Findings of Fact ahd Conclttsions of Law, lhe Board 01t17ER: that:' Rem ond
ent is placed ltnder the following t

e= s and c/nditions for th-  years f
zom the date ofthe signing of this œ der by th

e presiding oK cer of the Board: 
'

1. Prior to performing non
-emergent spine surgery

, Resm ndent shall èbfm'n a wèitten. 'conjultaGon from a licensed Texas physlcian who at the time of th
e consultation is CeM H  by' the American Board of M edical Specialties

, the American nfblc B
oard of Oe opedicShrgery or the Amerir>n O

steopnl%ic Board of Surgery i
n either oe opedic or neur

olo#cxsurgery. Any such written con' mzltations ob#
.mned by Regpondent. shnll be i

ncluded in the .resx ctive oatient's medical record
s and mnde avnilnhle for im

mediate review : and cop> g. ' a. 
'

dlm'ng regttlar oflice hou
rs upon the oral pr wlitten req

uest of Board .compliance om cers
s

invesfgatom
, attorneys, Or otlzer Board staE 

.For purposes of this Ordcr
, an emergent spine surgery shall bt d

esned as lirie surgeryperformed becaust of ao
ute pm lysis or imminent pnmlysis or cauda equina syne m

e.' 2. W hile' tmder tlle termq of tlais Order
, Respondent's pracdce shall b

e monitorèd by a
. '

t' '' in accordance 
w1t14 9164.001(047) of the Act

. The Compliance Dvsion
physician ( monitor )

,

11 desir ate the monitor and may chnnge the lilonitor 
at any time for any reason

z

'

of the Board sha

n e monitor shill have exp
ertise in à similar specialt

y area as Respondent The Complia
nceDivision Ihnll provide a c

opy of this Order to tbe monit
or, to'gether * 111 other infonnntionnecessary to assis.t the monitor

.
' 

j jît shall prepare and providç

. 

m As requested by the compli
ance Division, Reespon ecomplete lesble copies of 

selected spinnl patient 
.medical and billing record

s Cselededrecords'3. n e Compliance Division shall select records for at least thzrty' spin
. al paients seen byRespoùdent dnring each tb

ree-month period foilowing the làst day of th
e month of entry of thiyOrder Creporting period''l

. The Compliance Division 
may select lrcords for more th%  thirtypatients, up to ten percent of th

e N tients seen during a reporting period. lf Resm ndent fails tosee at least thirty spinnl patients during any thre
e-month m riod, the term of this O

rder shall beextended tmtil Respondent can sublnit a sum cient number of 
records f:r a monitor to review

. l. 
. )

. (

b. 'lhe monitor shall perform  the following duties: 
j. . ' 
j'

1) Personally ieview the selected 
rKords; 

l
)

-
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2) Pmpare written rem rts domlmenting any perceived delciencies and any
recommendations to impm ve Resw ndent's practi

ce of mH icine or nxqist in
the ongohg monitoe g process

. Reports shall be submitted as M uested b
yt11: Compnaq

ce Division; and
3) Perform any other duty ihat' the Compliance Division determlnes will assist

' the elective monitoring of Respondent's practice' .+ 

.. .'lhe e'Jmpliance bivisfon sluqll provide to Resw ndent a copy of any descienciesC- .. 
'' 

.or recommendatlo-  :ubmitted by t:e monitor. Resw ndent shàll implement th
ev ommenda6ons as dtrected by tlle Compliince Divbion.

* 

. 

.d. n e monitor sha1l be the agent of th
e Bonrdz but shall be compe- ted by th

eRespondent through tlw Boad
. Such compensàtion and any' costs ihcurred by the monitot ghallb

e paid by Resw hdent to tlm Board and femilt
ed by the Board to the monitor

. Resm ndent sballno't charge tbe compensauon 
and cpstv paid to the monitor to any patients. ' ' '

3. For each year of tbis Order
, Resm ndent shnl'l empll in and successfull

y complete .acùm
.;e or courses in medical record keeping of at lemst ei

ght hotzrs in d= tlon
, approveds * 

''writing in advance by the Ek ecutive Directok of the Board. To obtain approval for tllq co= e
,k. Respmdent shall submii in writing to the Dlre

ctor of Compliance for the Bord informAtion on. 
. #'the com se, to include at least a reasoùably detailed desùription of t11: course co

ntent and faculty,as well 
as the course location and date,s of ine lctionk Resm ndent shall s'ublnit d

rvmmentatioh'ofattendnnce and sùcecessful completion of this requi
remenl to the Dkector of Compliance for the

. Board oh or before the explration of the time lhnit set forth for'completion of the cou
rse. ' '. 4. For tach yer of this Ofder

, Resm ndent slull enroll in and successfully complete a
couz;se or courses in spine topics of at least 20 hov

.rs in duratiom approved in writing in ad
vanceby the Executive Director of th

e Bo, ard. To oblnl'n approval for the cou
rse, Respondent shallsubmit in writing to the Director of Compliance for the Boazd informaion on tl:e comse, to' include at least a reasonably deY led descripdon of the course co

ntent and faculty
, as well mq the '

, 
' ec0:11*  location and dâtes of ine lction

. Respondent shall submh doctlmentation of attendanceand successful comple:on of this requireme
nt to fhe Directdr of Compliance for the B

oard on orbefore the exepiration of the time limit set forth for compleion of the course. 
j*. * ' 

j 1
5. Respondent shall pay atl admlmstrative w nalty in the amotmt of $15

,000 by cashier s ). 
))checks or money orders payable to the Texu  M edical Board and submitted to tl

te Dhwior of t' *K**K*/X****'*%'*'***'***k**K*V*(v= mwwnwszwn-r-vAxgvAvkmsmwm=*s*y,e%' ** WXWMWXWYWOWWOWWUXWWWWWXWMZXWWUWW 'v-vvv-vvee>vvxev*v>-bvm*N.--mo M'wxv.vvrvv-vmev-nv-e-'v-'>.v--eb*M.- z .vvzrw+pvs-mexv-vm-x>>.V v- 
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Cpmpliaace for tht Board sr routing s
o as jo jje smjtja; s oa oomym ysv ojxx m.js ys  (sm syyin thè general revenue ftmd in accordance . t)

, the sjjosug pam eut xjyeius:
. R/pondent shall a &5()x *p y m.r ye

arsz th.  yeao. a s sys.t m m xt ojsyx jsyjjajy y
awithin 90 days of the entry of tNis o

rder. suhsequcxnt yearly jlayueau o
ajj s  ou or us x t.anniversary date of the àitiàj pam eas pssss

mouo jsum yo pay ts . uordered slzan consut
ute gmunds éyz srtur dyxjpjjoary. ao

ou yy tym soaa  aujj m
SV WDZY  a%

, rej'eaaj by the sxzcuuve o rector oç tu  soard sr cojjxxoa uy o
. oo x  oç lY 5*Su1t Y 2 'General

. 
e Auoo ey

w
A

' 6 R d '
. W oyj enj gjojj jya m ymja  jo ma aja 

syjyy jssas sm oya so syyjsys jo. '' .
. .physician asyjs'tana anJ adyanco pracjju syajo ana o sjawsvy. yyysyoay m ysx s.7 n e time wod oç tus ord

e, shaa l. exteuded sz any w s
o

'

d oç time oat (a)' . J)ee . . 
'

Respondent subsequently reslde
s or pmcuces outsjd; uje sute ojweju

xx, 0) juspoutsus jyuamxis subsequently ca
ncejed for nonpam ent of liceng

lzre yees or (c) this order js stayed or xjoueaby Court ' order. Ir Respmdent leaves Texas t
o jfve or 

' 
'

immeaiately notiry se soard i
n wzitsg og tj. datej olfesc'e XSeWherw Reswndent shanReswndent's deparl

ure som andsubséquent rettmn to 'rexa
s. w jwu gje perjo: og sxteusjou x o , posw yjyyo y sjyayj s  saqus.  to .comply * ,11 th

e termn oç tss order jw  the pehod o: ti
me remaie g on t1+ exjeadad oasr.Respondent àhall pay all jqees sr reusutemem or renewal oç a ljcepse coveysg oa yjeso: 

ogextensîon.

. 8. Respontjent su j compjy . ,
.: alj yjx pmxsjous oy tjx u

ot atjd oys s s,tayyys,regulahng le Respondem,s practi ce.
9. Resm ndeat shall fully çoope

rat: w1t11 the soa  antj the soa  s.s,tt: jj audsg soaauomeys îuvestig
ators compsance osc.  consuo ,,s antj oo. emsoy.  or agen. oroe' yB * yoard in any sfay jùvolved ân jnw stjgatjol aview, or monitoHng a sx uted 

... lussmtsptjs .compliance w1,
.11 this oroj . yujua jo sjjy coo

pemte sjjajj com jjjus a wojatsu og x.
x ou y.gand a basis for disdplmary' action 

agaust Resm ndent pmsuanj jo tj
ja uct.10

. Resm ndent shall lnfk orm the s
oa  u wwjsg ogany cjyang; oyjs

sw utsmjs m

' 

sjsgor practice address witllin ten da
ys of the address cllange

. w s Jajyzmatyoa slmn u  subuajtt.  toth P nnits oe artmrnt a
ntj tj)o psxtos og comx arjx sy oa soa  ys yyjm yo ysovyys m

ayy

C e p

information in a timely mann
er oajj cozjstjtuta a jlasu yor o

xyjmary. 

.

against Respondentpursww  to the ao, 
adion by the Board

' 'Az''&.'hpe'''t.w ' y
. )
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: ' 

, .

1 1. Any violauon of the tèrmq
, condidons, or Tequirements.of this Order by Resm ndent. 

p . 
. 

a,shall conetute unprofessional conduct likely to deceive or defrnazd the publii, and to inlure the '
public, and shall conAtitme a basis for disdpline  acuon by the Board ' hdent

. pursxmnt to the Ac't. Resm ndent ar ee tIIM 1*  days notice of 
a Probloner Show Complianèe

Noceeding to address any allegauon of non-compliance of this Agreed Order is ad% uate and
lraso:able noEce prior to the iniEation of formnl disdp ' aotiom Respondent Y ves the 30
da noGce requirement provided by 9164.0031X2) of the Mediial M ciice Act nnd agrees to 10 .y

days nofoe, as provided in 22 Texas Administrauve Code 9187
.44(4). '' 

' 12 n e abovezreferenced conditions 'àhàll continu: ln fttll force and elect witlmut 
.

. *
.

opportunlty for amendmenta except for ole  error in draKnp for 12 mono  following entry of' . . . . 
'this Ordçr. 1f; aher the passage of the lé-month peri' od

y Respondent wishes to seek amendment
or termlnntion of these oonditions

, Respondent may petition the Board in wridng
. The Board

may inquire into the request and may
, in its sole discreEoi pant or deny the pelitioh withvutf

urther appeal or review . Petitions for >odifying or terminnting may be flled only once a yeir '
tllerele er. 

,

. ' 

.RBSPONDENT WAIVES ANY FURTHER HEO GS OR M PM LS TO THE 
BOm  OR

TO AN Y COURT IN REGARD TO M
.L TERM S AND CONDITIONS OF THIS AGREED

àDER RBSPONDBNTAGREES THATTHIS IS X FW AL ORDEKO .

THIS ORDER IS A PIJBLIC RECORD
.
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.d24 dayof 20.
..f%lqOn

S1'> t:M  of Note  b Y .
eY ICHELE E. BAYBURN

. . NoTAny PUBUC '
. . t !' k

ex w. STATE OF.TCM. S
*4. t, 'r#' My c..0nm  Eojrl pyz7-ao

s 
' 1 .
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IGNED NND by the peslding oë cer of tho Texn: MM ical R- rd on thin
$ k .
day Of '7-- 2006. '
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